Visitors attending were Mr G. de Silva, Ms J. Hatton and Mrs M. Montier. Dr Nigel Collar gave a talk entitled Preparing the Illustrated Checklist: value vs vanity, and provided the following summary. World checklists are necessary but unforgiving confections. International conservation organisations and legal instruments require a list that is at once stable yet flexible, standardised yet sensitive. Using a set of criteria based on degree of phenotypical differentiation, the recent HBW and BirdLife checklist has sought to assess multifarious taxonomic suggestions emerging from the (mostly molecular) literature, but has also proposed a considerable number of novel changes. I called the talk 'value vs vanity' because, while there is obvious value in having a world list, it inevitably needs a degree of grandiose self-obsession to take on such a task and a degree of the opposite quality to keep reality in check.
but also many other manuscripts on Falkland birds in the periodical literature. His connection with the archipelago goes back more than 60 years, starting in 1956.
Although the total number of islands is 780, most of the land area of the archipelago (12,200 km 2 ) comprises just two of these, East and West Falkland. The islands' capital, Stanley, is located in the north-east corner of East Falkland, which island is certainly the most frequently visited, not just by ornithologists.
In contrast to his 1988 work, which provided accounts for 185 species, Woods' latest checklist recognises 205 bird species as occurring in the islands, of which 55 are resident breeders, six breeding summer visitors, nine possible breeders, seven are former breeders, 11 non-breeding visitors, 12 transient visitors and 105 are vagrants, the latter group unsurprisingly being predominantly of New World origin. Another 54 species have been mentioned as occurring, but definite proof is unavailable at present. These latter are the subject of the one of the book's penultimate sections, whereas the bulk of the volume, 126 pages, comprises the accounts pertaining to the confirmed species.
The format and design of the species accounts will be at once distinctive yet familiar to frequent purchasers of the checklist series. Regular sections include: 'Alternative names', 'Distribution' (covering world range), 'Falklands' (status and distribution within the archipelago), 'Taxonomy', 'Comments' and 'Study material' (relevant specimens located at museums throughout the world). The level of detail should satisfy most users. Scattered across 32 pages within this section of the work, the colour plates (maps, plus photographs of habitats and birds) provide welcome accompaniment. The checklist's 'top' and 'tail' comprises a series of introductory sections then appendices, references and index, respectively. Among the preparatory material are checklist mainstays such as 'Geography', 'Climate and weather', 'Habitats', 'Human impacts and responses', 'Ornithological history', 'Overview of the avifauna' and 'Palaeornithology', while the seven appendices comprise a gazetteer of place names, complete list of confirmed species, tables of species by status, whereabouts of specimens (listing total holdings museum by museum), Important Bird Areas, a list of non-avian taxa mentioned in the volume, and alternative scientific and vernacular names. The 23 pages of references attest to a thorough review of the available literature.
Robin Woods' legacy and enduring association with Falkland Island birds is cemented with this important work, which I foresee being collectively welcomed by students of island avifaunas, those interested in the birds of South America or the Western Hemisphere in general, or 'mere' collectors of the series. My one regret is that, with the switch to a softback design, the series will lose some of its more physical durability-my copy displays a rather worrying amount of 'wear and tear' following but a few months of largely undisturbed shelf-life.
Guy M. Kirwan
